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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Statement Regarding the 
City’s Migrant Response 

EL PASO, Texas—City Representative Claudia L. Rodriguez, District 6, is providing the following 
statement regarding the migrant crisis. Media is asked to publish the statement in full: 

“As I prepare to leave office, I want to reflect on my time on City Council and the legacy I leave behind.  

“For months I called on Mayor Oscar Leeser to issue an emergency declaration and he refused. I 
challenged him and asked him, ‘Mayor, what’s a good number for you to decide to declare?’ And for 
months no answer.  

“Leeser admitted to me that he wasn’t going to declare because Congresswoman Escobar asked him 
not to do it.  

“Judge Samaniego asked him not to declare and the White House asked him not to do it.  

“This to me was a betrayal to the people of El Paso by the top elected officials in our community. It was 
an irresponsible expenditure of our general fund.  

“It was reckless of Oscar Leeser to wait until the last possible moment to declare a state of emergency, 
ignoring the recommendations of our city staff and holding the community hostage by a political game.  

“It was reckless of Judge Samaniego to insert his political will into our City government.  

“It is reckless for Congresswoman Veronica Escobar to believe that giving the City money is the 
solution to this federal crisis. 

“And it is reckless that President Biden is asking the Supreme Court to open our border without a more 
substantial and permanent solution in the form of immigration policy reform. 

“Our community has never seen a migrant crisis like the one we are currently experiencing in our region 
and in our nation. It is reckless that he has not been to a border community ever. Reckless that in our 
most dire moment, the President refuses to protect our community and keep Title 42 in place and 
forcing our city to figure out how to do the federal government’s job without funds or support. 

“With the breaking news from yesterday that thanks to the Supreme Court, Title 42 will remain in place 
until early next year, I call President Biden to come to El Paso and see what a broken immigration 
system looks like from the perspective of the sixth largest city in the state of Texas and the first largest 
city on the Border in the entire nation. 

“President Biden you sir must come to Texas and come to El Paso and see the destruction of your 
failed policies. 
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“President Biden asking our Mayor to not declare an emergency, while also failing to properly protect 
our border is the epitome of reckless governance and our leaders have failed us here locally and at the 
national level. 

“I knew that by speaking out about what our community was facing, I would be attacked and would 
likely kill my political career, but I knew someone needed to be the voice of reason. 

“That’s what leaders do they put the people before their own gain.  

“I leave my constituents, my D-sixers, knowing that I fought for your justice until the very end. 

“I love you El Paso.” 
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