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Representatives Svarzbein, Annello, and Hernandez send open letter to Texas Governor Abbott op-

posing HB 1927.  

 
El Paso, Texas- City Representatives Svarzbein, Annello and Hernandez send open letter to Governor Abbott op-

posing HB 1927 awaiting signature from Governor Abbott to be signed into law. HB 1927 Relating to provisions 

governing the carrying of a firearm by a person who is 21 years of age or older and not otherwise prohibited by 

state or federal law from possessing the firearm and to other provisions related to the carrying, possessing, trans-

porting, or storing of a firearm or other weapon; creating criminal offenses. 

 

Dear Governor Abbott, 

We write to you today to implore you not to sign HB 1927. This bill will inevitably have life and death re-

percussions to Texans and visitors for generations.  El Paso, along with other Texas cities, grievously know 

the result of gun violence and lax gun laws- we know the anguish of a mass shooting. Signing HB 1927 is a giant 

step towards firearm misuse, overuse and subsequent tragedy.  Shootings involving one person or a mass gather-

ing, strike at the cord of fear. It is a type of crisis no one wishes to encounter, yet on August 3, 2019, El Paso ex-

perienced the violence and injury, physically, emotionally and psychological created by the lethal combination of 

one person, racism, and their firearm, who’s goal was to end the lives of innocent Latino families regardless of 

their citizenship status and succeeded.     

 

On that horrible day, members of El Paso’s federal, state and local delegation headed straight to the makeshift 

family reunification center at the nearby school intensely speculating how we could coordinate resources for 

those impacted. What we encountered will forever be burned into our memories. We witnessed anxiety on the 

faces of families looking for their loved ones, who were hoping for the best but fearing the worst.  We waited 

for hours watching the stream of devastating updates from law enforcement about the horrendous scenes and sta-

tus of the victims. We heard screams and cries as many families heard the news of their loved ones. Some left the 

center with visible signs of relief, and others remained inconsolable for days and weeks to come.  
  

As a swarm of national and international journalists descended into our community and set up non-stop cov-

erage feet away from the Walmart crime scene, the ubiquitous news coverage of our pain and our distinct cul-

tural response to the suffering endured by the victims and their families spread nationally and globally. Discus-

sion about gun laws, as they are brought up again and again after every mass shooting, were reignited. 

As leaders, it was our duty to respond to the calls for solutions. We were comforted by your promises to 

prioritize common sense gun safety in Texas. We were encouraged that maybe, just maybe, our state 

would take the steps toward preventing further loss of life. El Paso has already faded from the news but for 

many residents the anguish is still very present. The entire community continues to struggle with the trauma of 

comprehending the motivations and aftermath of this domestic terrorist attack at Walmart. El Pasoans who live 

in fear of doing everyday tasks like shopping or taking their children to school, now have the crude realization 

that HB 1927 was still created and passed despite their suffering. To allow Texans to carry a handgun, 
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openly in a holster or concealed, without a permit, is irresponsible and senseless in the midst of an era of 

high gun violence and mass shootings. 

 

 The dissent over the bill is shared with many across our community, including the police officers who 

responded to the August 3 shooting and toiled for weeks after the event to help individuals identify their 

loved ones. It is these very officers your office has sworn to protect during the legislative year. Multiple 

law enforcement officers throughout the state voiced their opposition to this piece of legislation and we 

should listen to their input. In expressing their concerns over this bill, they emphasized that HB 1927 

will only increase the danger they face in the field daily. We echo their concerns. If officers do not feel 

safe going to work in this state because of lax gun safety education, how can our residents feel safe? 

 

Too many lives have been shattered by mass shootings. El Paso, along with other communities around 

Texas and the country are now members of a club no one wants to be in, yet keeps taking in more mem-

bers due to the inaction and now, irresponsible action of this State under your leadership. This bill is not 

only a betrayal to all the lives that have been lost due to gun violence, it opens the door to the lawlessness of 

increased gun visibility and viability.   

 

We have a duty and obligation to never forget the victims who lost their lives in the domestic terrorist attack on 

our beloved community in El Paso, Texas on August 3rd, 2019. You promised our community to make gun 

safety a priority in Texas. It’s not too late to keep those promises. Please do not make Texas less safe by 

signing HB1927 into law. Please ensure this never goes into law.  May the memory of those who lost their 

lives forever be a blessing.  

These are the 23 U.S., Mexico and German citizens who died in the attack. 

Jordan Anchondo 

Maribel Campos 

Arturo Benavidez 

Andre Pablo Anchondo 

Javier Amir Rodriguez 

David Alvah Johnson 

Sara Ester Regalado Moriel 

Angelina Silva Englisbee 

Adolfo Cerros Hernandez 

Juan de Dios Veláquez Chairez 

Gloria Irma Márquez 

Maria Flores 

Maria Eugencia Legarreta Roth 

Raul Flores 

Jorge Calvillo Garcia 

Alexander Gerhard Hoffman 

Elsa Mendoza de la Mora 

Luis Alfonzo Juarez 

Ivan Filiberto Manzano 

Margie Reckard 

Leonardo Campos Jr. 

Teresa Sanchez 

Guillermo "Memo" Garcia 
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