
National Impaired Driving Prevention Month 2020 

 As we reflect on this past year, the holiday season for many of us will be 

different from years past.  But we want to be able to celebrate with family and 

close friends safely so we can truly enjoy the spirit of the season.  We have 

experienced uncertain times and at times the unknown.  Many have experienced 

struggles, heartbreaking loss or extreme hardship.  And for all, if not for most, 

everyone has experienced profound change. 

 Our President of the United States of America, by the authority vested in 

him by the virtue of the Constitution and laws of the United States, hereby, 

proclaims December, 2020 as National Impaired Driving Prevention Month. 

 “In the United States, one person tragically dies every 50 minutes in a drunk 

driving incident.  Too many families experience the pain of losing a loved one to 

impaired driving and even more, must cope with health and financial 

consequences because of this conduct.  During this awareness month, all of us 

remember someone lost personally and in general, all the lives lost as a result of 

those driving under the influence of drugs or alcohol, and we acknowledge the 

pain and suffering caused by impaired driving, we honor the brave law 

enforcement officers who risk their lives to protect the communities they serve 

from this irresponsible behavior and everyone should resolve to never get behind 

the wheel unless you are sober. 

 We all should realize that alcohol, drugs, and certain medications can 

impair judgment, decrease motor skills, and slow the reaction time to the point 

where operating a motor vehicle is no longer safe.  While deaths caused by 

impaired driving have fallen by more than 30 percent in the last three decades, 

too many Americans still make the thoughtless decision to drive impaired, 

threatening other motorists, cyclists, and pedestrians, killing nearly 30 people 

every day.”  Excerpt from the President, 2020. 

 Since 1981, high officials all across America have worked diligently to 

promote the importance of staying sober while driving during the month of 

December and it all stemmed from one woman and her resolve.   

 On May 13, 1981, 13-year-old Cari Lightner was struck and killed by 

Clarence Busch in a drunk driving accident.  When police arrested Clarence they 



discovered this was not his first occurrence, even down to a hit-and-run drunk 

driving fine less than a week before his accident with Cari.  At the time, driving 

while intoxicated was a misdemeanor that was barely prosecuted, meaning that 

Busch was very unlikely to go to jail. 

 Cari’s mom, Candy Lightner, took action and founded MADD and 

challenged legislators to take drunk driving seriously and slowly began to impact 

legislation in various states, including police sobriety checks on public roads, the 

adoption of .08 as the legal blood limit and legislation requiring car ignition 

interlocks. 

 With this pandemic crisis and the fact that families are hunkered down, 

schools, restaurants, and bars that are closed have not lowered personal 

consumption of alcohol.  Domestic violence is on the rise and DWI’s have not 

slowed down.  Filed cases between January through November 2020 has revealed 

1,202 arrests for DWI, 315 arrest for DWI 2nd, 1222 arrests for DWI with a .15 or 

more blood alcohol content, and 408 arrests for DWI 3rd or more.  These are only 

the ones that have been caught with the current DWI Task Force of all law 

enforcement agencies in the county of El Paso. 

 As a prosecutor and team member in the El Paso DWI Intervention and 

Treatment Program, which also is one of four National Academy DWI courts in the 

United States, the prosecutor’s approach to DWI cases had been solely to decide 

the appropriate punishment upon conviction; and, treatment for the defendant 

was only an incidental part of the sentence.  DWI courts were developed in an 

attempt to treat the alcohol addiction of these individuals charged and convicted 

of DWI offenses. The difference being that the primary focus is now the treatment 

and recovery of these individuals and to also provide services to family and 

support members of the defendant.   

The prosecutor has the initial responsibility of deciding whether or not an 

individual would benefit from such a type of program.  If an individual is a good 

candidate for DWI Court then the prosecutor, who is tasked with making plea 

recommendations for criminal cases, would recommend DWI Court as part of the 

sentence.  The decision of whether or not an individual is accepted into the 

program is ultimately left to the DWI Court judge.  The prosecutor aids in the 

decision-making process by providing a criminal background on a potential 



participant.  This involves looking at the criminal history, including pending cases, 

convictions, and arrests, to become familiar with the facts of these cases and see 

if alcohol was an issue in the case.  Also, it is important to see if there was 

violence involved in these cases to know if other issues are also part of the 

individual’s problem and to make sure there is not a safety issue for the 

community and DWI court personnel who have contact with the individual. 

Additionally, it is important to probe the particulars of the sentences imposed on 

these individuals in the past to see what specific type of treatment, if any, was 

ordered.  Many different types of counseling or therapy, such as anger 

management, family violence counseling, and different types of alcohol-related 

treatment, is usually a part of the probation sentence.  Moreover, finding out 

whether a probation was successfully completed or not and what specific 

conditions, especially if they were treatment-related, were not completed is 

significant.  Such information is important and can aid in deciding whether or not 

an individual will benefit from the program.  Furthermore, this information can 

help in initially assessing what approach will be needed in helping treat the 

individual. The information provided by the prosecutor in this area can be of great 

assistance in deciding whether or not to accept an individual into DWI Court and 

assist in deciding an initial approach to treatment. 

During the course of treatment of a DWI participant, the prosecutor is part of the 

DWI team that follows the treatment and progress of the individual.  While a 

great deal of the input comes from the counselors, probation officers, and 

surveillance team, the prosecutor’s duty is to be aware of a participant’s 

violations and see if new crimes are being committed and make sure that the 

participant is not posing a threat to the community. If necessary, the prosecutor 

must decide whether or not a motion to revoke needs to be filed and advise the 

court that the course the prosecutor is heading toward is revocation and 

termination from the program.  In this case, the prosecutor will ensure that the 

motion to revoke is filed.  In felony cases, the prosecutor will coordinate with the 

felony prosecutors to make sure that a motion to revoke is filed.  Ultimately, the 

decision to revoke or not, or modify, is up to the judge. 

Even though the prosecutor’s contact with participants is less extensive than that 

of other DWI Court personnel, the input and advice provided by the prosecutor is 



important and helpful in furthering the goals and purpose of the DWI Court. The 

auspices of District Attorneys’ Offices in such programs has had an impact on the 

success of these programs and on their continuation. 

Judge Robert Anchondo presides over this program along with other team 

members from various disciplines and adhere to the 10 Guiding Principles in order 

to achieve maximum benefits and successful outcomes.   

 These courts were created to improve DWI’s offender compliance with 

substance abuse treatment and other supervisory conditions.  DWI courts follow 

the well-established and evidence-based drug court model which addresses 

substance dependence and mental health issues.  There are over 700 DWI courts 

in the United States including standalone courts and hybrid courts that have 

distinct drug and DWI dockets/tracks. 

 Measures of success.  The DWI court model has been extensively 

evaluated.  Common measures of success in these courts include: 

 Cost-savings (i.e., for every dollar spent on the program, the amount that 

the system ultimately saves as a result of reductions in recidivism, days 

incarcerated, court costs, etc.) 

 Percentage of DWI court participants who are not re-arrested for a new 

impaired driving offense. 

 Percentage of DWI court participants who are not re-arrested for any new 

criminal offense. 

 Percentage of DWI court participants who successfully complete program 

requirements. 

 Percentage of DWI court participants who graduate the program. 

 

 According to Dr. Katie Friedman, an emergency room physician, she stated 

the following:  “No matter where we are or who we are with, the need to balance 

joyfulness with mindfulness remain critically important.  We need to remember to 

exercise reasonable behaviors at home (or away from home!) and recognize and 



cope with stress constructively, take care of ourselves and, if we choose to drink, 

to do so mindfully – especially if our kids are present.” 

 EVERYONE STAY SAFE 

 

 

 

 

*Contributions to this article were made by team members of the DWI Intervention and 

Treatment Program 


