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Guidelines for the Diocese of El Paso Response to the Corona Virus
At the time of this writing the corona virus has not been reported in El Paso. The likelihood is that eventually it will. People have asked 
about the response of the Church of El Paso, so, knowing that preparation is always a prudent step, I would like to offer these guide-
lines.

Practice Good Personal Hygiene
Firstly, I would like to point out that good hygiene is always appropriate. By covering our mouths when we cough and regularly wash-
ing our hands with soap and water we not only protect ourselves but others as well. A Christian should always be concerned about the 
wellbeing of the other and not simply self preservation.

Perhaps the most important step we can take is to stay out of circulation when we believe we may have an illness that is contagious. I 
hope that you consider Sunday Mass to be one of the most important obligations of your life. To worship God and to be nourished by 
Him is at the very foundation of our Christian life. However, it is a violation of the Christian charity you owe to yourself and others to go 
to work, school or church when you are contagious. Go to the doctor, if needed. Stay home and take care of yourself. Wear a mask if 
you must go out while you are sick. Know that in taking these measures you are doing the will of God.

Guidelines for Church Activities and Our Catholic Schools
At this point, since there is no corona virus detected in our community we will be reminding parish communities, and our Catholic 
School Communities to take measures that are always advisable: asking people and students not to come to services or school if they 
are sick, making hand sanitizer readily available, reminding priests and Eucharistic Ministers to frequently wash their hands. (I would 
ask that using hand sanitizer be done in discreet ways to avoid creating a distracting “Sanitizer Ritual” before Communion.) 

As situations develop the Diocese will consider measures that may be prudently indicated by circumstances. These could range from 
changing some rites of the Mass to avoid personal contact among worshippers, to asking everyone to receive the host on the hand, 
to suspending the option of receiving from the chalice. The most extreme measure would be to suspend the public celebration of the 
Mass. Once again, none of these measures appear to be necessary at the present time.

Never Underestimate the Value of Prayer for Victims and Those Who Serve
Of course the best weapon we have to meet these unsettling threats is prayer. I would urge you to pray fervently for the speedy re-
covery of all who have been impacted by this new virus. Pray also for healthcare workers. It is at times like this that we realize that their 
work is far more than a money-making job. They are doing a task that is very close to the heart of Jesus. Whether their faith allows 
them to recognize it or not, they are carrying on His healing ministry in the world.  Health care workers do so with great dedication 
that goes far beyond the minimum required.  Frequently we will fi nd them there on the front lines along with fi rst responders.  They 
often do so even when their own life and health is at risk. We should thank them often and assure them of our prayers.

Another group to whom we should be grateful are our clergy and religious. If an epidemic or other disaster strikes you can count on 
them not to turn and run the other way. As we witnessed on August 3rd of last year with the Walmart shootings, they will seek out 
those in need and bring the help and consolation that only God can bring. This is what priests and women and men Religious do. It is 
the call we have received from our Master who laid down his life for us.  I am confi dent that all of us members of the family of God will 
care for one another. It is what we do.

Add My Parish App
I would encourage all members of the Church of El Paso to add MyParishApp to your phones. This will give your parish and me a way 
to communicate quickly and directly as this situation unfolds. To join you can go to your app store or text 88202.

In this moment and in all the challenging experiences of our lives listen to the reassuring voice of Jesus saying, “Do not be afraid.” I 
trust that in the face of these and other threats we, the Catholic community of El Paso will be drawn even closer together, bonded by 
the self-giving love of Christ.

Bp. Mark


