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Dear Mrs. Peters Quintero, 

 

I write to you in my capacity as the current Chairman of the Board of BNHR and on behalf of 

Immigration Attorney Iliana Holguin*, Treasurer, Liz Chavez, Co-Chair of Board and former 

CBS/Los Angeles Broadcast Journalist, Dr. Oscar Martinez, Current Board Member and 

Professor Emeritus/Historian, Nayeli Saenz, 10 year BNHR member and community board 

member, Monsignor Arturo Banuelas*, ex-BNHR Board Treasurer.  Mrs. Quintero, I have 

served the BNHR as a board member for four years and have previous to that have been a 

supporter and advocate of BNHR’s work.  I was elected to this position on November 1, 2019, at 

which time I proceeded to attempt to address a series of persistent and rather serious concerns 

involving Fernando Garcia's lack of accountability, negligence and possible embezzlement. 

 

Diversion of funds/embezzlement 

 

From 2017 thru 2020 Mr. Garcia has engaged in a pattern and practice of diverting funds and 

embezzlement of BNHR accounts.  This involved a scheme utilizing 3 separate GECU accounts: 

reserved funds, special projects, campaigns. 

 

1.  On February 23, 2017, Mr. Garcia received $2,700 in cash
1
 from the BNHR to pay for a trip 

to Mexico City to attend a binational meeting with human rights groups.  The hotel/travel 

expenses were also paid by him in Mexico with a BNHR credit card.  No receipt or recipient was 

ever presented justifying the $2,000 contribution.  (See Exhibit A).  This constitutes Fraud and 

probably embezzlement as it appears the cash provided by BNHR was never justified. 
 

2.  On May 15, 2017 he received $3,125 in cash from BNHR to Mexico for travel, hotel 

expenses as well as for an $800 contribution.  All of these expenses were charged by Mr. Garcia 

on the same day in Mexico to the BNHR credit card.  No receipts ever submitted to justify 

expenses (See Exhibit B) 

 

3.  On January 8, 2019, Mr. Garcia was given two checks by BNHR for the amounts of $2,200 

and $1,298 yet he charged to BNHR credit card.   (See Exhibit C). 

 

4.  On February 25, 2019 he received two checks totaling $900 from BNHR to travel to Mexico 

yet he charged BNHR credit card with no receipts or proof of purpose.   (See Exhibit D). 

 

Since 2016, Mr. Garcia has traveled to Mexico almost monthly utilizing the aforementioned 

modes of expenditures.   

 

Thereafter, starting in February of 2019, Mr. Garcia opened 3 separate accounts without Board 

authorization naming himself as the sole signatory to these three accounts which total over half a 

million dollars.  During this time he continued receiving pre-travel and expense cash yet always 

charged these accounts.  What and how monies contained in these accounts is unknown. 

I began addressing these concerns by scheduling a meeting with the Board’s Executive 

                                                 
1
 Each cash transaction involved Mr. Garcia receiving a check for a specific purpose from BNHR which he 

acknowledged with a memo.  In each transaction Mr. Garcia would then pay with a BNHR credit card without 

accounting for the cash. 



2 

 

committee/Board officers and Fernando Garcia.  I began addressing the issues by attempting to 

amend BNHR's bylaws to include a whistle-blower clause, clear conflict of interest and anti-

fraternization provisions.  Almost immediately, Mr. Garcia orchestrated emergency measures to 

remove me as President of the Board by using an alleged verbally "aggressive" telephonic 

mistreatment of another board member as an excuse*.  (See Exhibit E).  Needless to say, several 

board members have contested said removal.  A January 31, 2020 board meeting was scheduled 

to formalize my removal as President and board member.  Carlos was removed from the 

presidency on December 2, 2019 and was scheduled for removal from the board entirely on 

December 16, 2019, but that day’s agenda was not implemented.  A new board was voted in at 

the Asamblea General on January 24, 2020, effectively removing Carlos and the other 

independent board members from the board.  

 

The basis of the dispute was Mr. Garcia’s placement of 5 of his employee/subordinates as board 

members to replace me and Vice Chair Elizabeth Chavez.  Our position was that the stipends 

provided to his organizers in fact made them employees.  I am attaching my correspondence to 

him, our CPA, and the CPA’s ultimate position that they were employees.  (See attached Exhibit 

F).  After Mr. Garcia learned of the CPA’s position he unilaterally cancelled the January 31, 

2020 meeting which was set to determine who in fact board members were.  However, once 

again on January 22, 2020 he advised the Board of Directors that the annual General Assembly 

of the BNHR (which has not been held for three years) was set for January 25, 

2020.  Subsequently, we have learned that the five employee board members would be removed 

as well as the “professional” board members who have consistently been the only BNHR board 

members that have consistently questioned him.  It is important to note that the same issues 

involving diversion of funds, serious conflict of interest, mismanagement as well as outright 

possible corruption have been raised by former board members: Dr. Josiah Heyman, Ex-

Chairman of the Board was removed for questioning Mr. Garcia about his trips to Mexico and 

the absence of an ostensible purpose or receipts.  Mr. Kerwin, of the Migration Policy Institute, 

resigned shortly thereafter for similar reasons.  Monsignor Arturo Banuelas, Ex-BNHR Board 

Treasurer, after attempting to review and question his expenditures also resigned shortly 

thereafter. 

 

The pattern and practice of corrupt mismanagement of the BNHR has been facilitated by Mr. 

Garcia’s manipulation of the Board.  This has been made possible by his contracting employees, 

characterizing them as stipend recipients and then nominating them to the Board.  Prior Boards 

did not question whether they were employees.  I as an immigration attorney and newly elected 

President of the Board felt a renewed duty to research their status. 

 

These employee/unauthorized workers receiving $6,000 a year/$250 biweekly are as beholden to 

him as they are vulnerable.  Mr. Garcia has placed the BNHR in a very vulnerable political, legal 

and moral position making BNHR subject to political and legal sanctions under immigration, 

labor, and tax law.  Given the current political climate as well as the BNHR’s national 

prominence, it was not and is not advisable to continue to allow Mr. Garcia to function with 

impunity.  That is why after we are removed on Saturday, January 25, 2020 it is our intention to 

file a TRO to restrain him from his unlawful misconduct as well as a complaint with the Texas 

Attorney General.  He has ignored the rule of law, the BNHR board and bylaws, as well as made 

BNHR’s campaign for DHS accountability and transparency a mockery. 
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Lastly, it is important to note that the following core BNHR staff members, Teresa Nevarez 

(Deputy Director), Marco Perez (Bookkeeper) and Robert Heyman (Policy Director), have 

resigned.  (See Exhibits G-I, Letters of Resignation). 

 

Additionally, Mr. Garcia, who unlawfully and individually hired legal counsel for the BNHR to 

represent him in his disputes with the Board, has terminated her representation.  (Exhibit J, Letter 

of Termination) 

 

On behalf of the aforementioned board members and staff members, we request an urgent 

meeting during your January 29th-30th El Paso site visit.  I understand your time is limited but I 

can think of no greater reason to come to El Paso than to try to understand the current state of 

chaos, disorder and criminal misconduct at the Border Network for Human Rights.  Our ultimate 

goal upon learning of these matter was to terminate him.  We believe that there is no amount of 

corrective measures that can be taken in as much as he has been warned over the years of his 

misconduct and occasionally he has reacted but nonetheless continued this misconduct. 

 

On behalf of the aforementioned current and past board members, I request a meeting with you, 

Mrs. Mayra Peters-Quintero and Ms. Monica Aleman.  

Carlos Spector 

Attorney at Law 

 

*This discussion involved Rosa Avila, a newly appointed Board member and stipend employee 

who became aware of a selfie recording of  a child pornography incident that involved two 

BNHR teenagers while on a lobbying trip to D.C.  She reported to the Executive Director who 

said he had “nothing to do with it.”  Therefore I demanded she report it to local authorities.  (See 

Exhibit B) 

*Pending official confirmation 

--  

The Law Office of Carlos Spector 

1430 E. Yandell 

El Paso, TX 79902 

Tel: 915-544-0441 

Fax: 915-544-1814 

 


